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Early Homes & Families In Isle of Wight County, Virginia. / 


The first reference to this section of Virginia, now known as Isle of 
Wight is to be found in Captain John Smith's History . Returning from Kecoughtan 
in the spring of 1608 where he had gone to trade for supplies he says, " With 
fifteen bushele of corn [ returned toward our fort . By the way I encountered 
with two canoes of Indians , who came aboard me, being the inhabitants of 
Warrasquoacke , a Kingdom on the southside of the river , which is in breadth 
five miles and twenty miles or near from the mouth « With these I traded, who having 
but their hunting provisions requested me to retutn to their town, where I should 
load my boat with corn, and with near thirty bushels I returned to the Lort™. 


The first English settlement was begun by Captain Christopher Lawne, 
and Sir Richard Worsley , Knight Beronet and their associates . They arrived 
at Jamestown on April 19th , 1619 with one hundred settlers in a ship commanded 
by Captain Evans and immediately sett{jled near the mouth of a creek on the southside 
of the James River , still known as Lawne's Creek . ( The present boundary line _ 
between Surry and Isle of Wight Counties ). Captain Lawne and Ensign Washer ; 
represented the settlement known as Lawne's Plantation in the first representative 
assembly held in America , which met at Jamestown on the 30th day of July 1619. 
It seems to be a fact , that all new settlements are unhealthy and this one proved 
to be remarkably so , for within a year Captain Lawne died » and four- fifths 
of those he brought with him also 4 for the company on November 30th, 1620 ordered 
that , “ in regard of the late mortality of the persons transported heretofore 
by the late Captain Lawne , his associates be granted till midesummer 1625, to make 
up the number of persons they were disposed to bring". It also declared that the 
plantation was to be henceforth called , Isle of Wight Plantation . This name 
was given it very probably because the famous " Isle of Wight " off the coast of 
England had been the home of some of the principal patentees ; at least one of 
them we know was certainly from Isle of Wight ; Sir Richard Worsley. 


( An abstract of the will of Captain Lame may be of interest .) 
Christopher Lawne of Blanford , Dorset , now living in Virginia --- November 
2, 1619 , bequest to daughter -in- law Anne Olliffe; to Robert Olliffe , to wife 
Susanna my tobacco and sassafras in Virginia , and my bill of adventure . Execute 
ors , sons Lovewell and Symon Lawne » Overseers of will in Virginia, Captain 
Nathaniel Powell , Mr, Samuel Maccoke, and @aptain Ralph Hemor. Overseers , 
friends Mr, Lawrence Anthony, of London, Mr. John White of Oxford, Mr. Richard Ellis 
of St, Lythinge's Lane, London, Dorset and Mr. William Willis of Woore, Dorset. 
Witnesses : Nathaniel West. Pharoah Flynton,, Administration’granted June 17, 1620 
to William Willis during minority of Lovewell and Symon Lewne. 4 

From uncalendared papers , Court of Request im London , 1629 = 30 
the following testimony is found . Justinian Cooper of London Gent. Plaintiff? 
has been " for divers yeares last past a planter in your Highness Countyy of 
Virginia ", and " hath spent mich time there in laborious and industrious plantacion 
of tobacco " etc, Justinian Cooper of London Gent. and Anne his wife testify that 
in 1618 one Christopher Lawne of Blanford , Dorset , who had married Susanna , 
natural mother of your subject, Anne , did intend to make an adventure and 
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jJou'ney into Virginia . Your subject Anne being a young maid and unmarried + 
rand bearing the name of dnne Olliffe , did not only adventure her person, 

but the sum of 140 in the scheme , They went over and the said Christopher 
lived there in good fashion with much increase of his estate until about 

five years sitice , when he died leaving a large property » This has come 

into the hands of his widow Susan » Anne has received no payment of her 

share . There was an agreement between Christopher Lawne and Susan about twelve 
years since and one John White and William Willis wocle and friend of Anne and of 
one Robert Olliffe , brother of Anne ,» Susan her mother has since married 

one John Witchfield , Anne became twenty - one , three or four years ago. 

Susan pretends that the money was paid to a former husband of Anne's, 

Statement made that Anne had married James Harrison in Virginia, ten years since. 


It is remarkable that Locations, dates and names of the earliest 
settlers should be so well known. Among those brought over by Lewne was 
Nathaniel Basse , who in 1621 established another settlement known as 
“ Basses Choice on Pagan River " , In his * Muster " was Banjamin Symmes who 
in 1625 left property to start a free school , the first in America e 
( Established at Kecoughtan }) . This whole settlement was wiped out in 
the Indian Massacre of 1622 . Basse was in England at the time , and thus 
escaped the fate of his colonist . The land was repatented by Peter Knight, 
who probably married a daughter of Basse*s . He sold his holdings to 
John Bland, the eminent London Merchant in 1659 . Thomas Taberer purchased 
the land in 1675 , and served as Burgess from the county . He died leaving 
no sons , but many descendants through his daughters, who married into the 
Copeland, Newman, Webb and Jordan Families, 


In 1622 Edward Bennett, a rich merchant of London and a member of 
the company , in partnership with his brother Robert and his nephew 
Richard Bennett came with one hundred and twenty settlers and established 
themselves at a place on the James Fiver still known as " The Rocks 
Beautiful box trees attest the age claimed for this estate » The former 
house stood a little in front of the present one, part of the original 
foundation having been recently found when some landscaping was being done . 


Edward Bennett's moiety of the above tract was about 1500 acres, 
which by a deed , recorded in the Secretary's Office dated in 1663 » was 
divided between his two daughters ; Silvestra the wife of Major NicholasHill 
and Mary the wife of Thomas Bland . ( Later she became the wife of Mre 
Luke Cropley of London ), Silvestra's share of the land was the upper 
portion { which included " The Rocks " }. Mary's share being the lower 
moiety which included the section known until a few years ago as Days Point 
and for the last twenty - five years as Morgarts Beach 


A letter of interest is preserved from Robert Bennett, Merchant , of 
" Bennett*s Welcome in Virginia " , dated June 9, 1623 , to his brother Edward 
Bennett . In it he refers to his own children in London, to Hdward's wife , 
and to his brother Richard and the latter's wife . Robert Bemnett died 
during the year 1623 . 
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In a deposition dated in 1623 , Richard Bennett the nephew 
of Edward stated his age to be twenty - In 1629 he was a Burgess and 
in 1639 a member of the Council . He was a Puritan in sympathy and when 
Sir William Berkeley in 16¢9 drove the Puritans out of Nansemond and Eliazabth 
City County , he went with them to Maryland , but only stayed a short time. 
He served as Governor of Virginia from 1652- 1655 . 


Other Bennett references in the early records includes one 
from Mr. William Bennett, Minister , who stated that Mr. Robert Bennett , 
merchant , late deceased owes him as minister to his plantation 153: 
pounds of tobacco for his salary for two years. 


These settlements were planted on the eve of the Great Massacre of 1622, 
many miraculous escape& were reported in the Warracquoacke settlements , with fifty 
three known to have perished . The result was for a time ail plantations from Hog 

Island down the River for fourteen miles were deserted . In the fail of the same 
year an expedition by Sir George Yeardley drove out the Warrisquoacke and 
Nansemond Indians burning their Villages and confiscating their corn. In May 
1623 +, Capt. Roger Smith was ordered to build a fort , the proprietors of 
the abandoned settlements took heart and returned to their homes. 


The census of 1623 - 24 showed as living at Warrisquoacke and 
Basses Choice 4, fifty three persons, stating that twenty six have died 
since last April . Disease proved to be a more disasterous enemy than the 
Indiang for the census of the next year showed but thirty one persons alive 
at the same place. Four years later the colony entered upon a more prosperous 
era and a continous stream of imbigrants to whom patents were granted had its 
beginning about that date » In 1635 the population had grown to five hundred 
and twenty two inhabitants « 


This County bladms the distinction of having the coldest protestant 
church on the continent standing on its soil . Tradition states this 
church known as the " Old Byick Church’ was built by Joseph Bridger in 1632 , 
thus antedating the church at Jamestown by seven years » The points in common 
between the two edifices are a tower at the western end facing almost the same 
point of the compass , and @ chancel door on the southside near the eastern 
end of the nave. The Isle of Wight Church is a larger building than 
the one at Jamestown . The brick work is also more intricate , being laid 
in the so called Flemish bond and its tower has articulated pilasters at the 
western corners ; broad friezes at each story and under the eaves . If 
1632 is the correct date for this Church it is hard to explain why a more pre 
tentious building should be built seven years earlier in a primeval forest, 
than the one finaliy erected in the Capitol of the Colony » So far no trace 
of a Joseph Bridger who could have been the builder of the church has been 
found } The one whose tombstone was placed in the church when it was restored , 
was only four years of age in 1652 - The foliowing is the inscription on the 
stone , which many people claim indicates he was born in England and had not 
come to Virginia , until he had spent some time at court e 


Sacred 
To The Memory of 
The Honorable Joseph Bridger 
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Beqe Councillor of State in Virginia 
To King Charles The 2nde 

Dying April the 15: A.D. 1686 

Aged 68 yeares . Mournfuly left 

His Wife , 3 sons & 4 daughters , 


Does nature silent mourn and can dumb stone 

Meke her true worth to future ages known . 

Excess expression marble fine will keep , 

His memory best that ever on his grave shall weep . 
Here lies the late great minister of State , 

That Royal virtues had & Royal fate , 

To Charles his Councels did such honor bring , 

His own express fetched him to attend the King , 
His soul that ever did with vigor move , 

Nimbly took wings soared likes itself above. 


fhe Bridger home , " Whitemarsh * was not acquired by Cole Bridger 
until 1673 ; " John Perry , son of Phillip Perry , of ye Whitemarsh to Cole 
Jospph Bridger ", Since oniy a few bricks remain to mark the site it may 
be of interest to form some idea of the house from the rooms mentioned in his 
inventory ; tpper chamber of the old brick house , in the next chamber , 
in the first chamber of the first story , in the next chamber , dining room , 
children's chamber, uppermost chamber of the new house , middle uppermost 
chamber, third chaniber over the dining room , the gallery , parior , hall, 
lower chamber, kitchen chamber, outer chamber=landing, kitchen and cellar . 
Col. Bridger was a Burgess from Isle of Wight ; @ commissioner to adjust the 
boundary with Maryland ; a commissioner to confer with Maryland and North Care 
olina in regards to tobacco cultivationg , commander in=ghier of horse in 
Isle of Wight , Surry Nansemond and lower Norfelk Counties , and in 1670 he 
was appointed a member of the Council . He died possessed with a large 
personal estate valued at 1616 -17 3. & 4 P. owning 12000 acres in Isle of 
Wight , besides other lands in Surry , James City and Maryland « Col. Brid= 
ger married Hester Pitt , the daughter of Lt. Col. Robert Pitt and left three 
sons and four daughters as proven from the above tombstone record. 


Across Brewer's Creek from Whitemarsh , stands an oblong brick 
house with large chimeys on either end , known as the Brewer home, » 
Quite high on one chimney you are able to decipher the date 1679 , several 
feet lower on the same chimney is one of 1710 ~ John Brewer was a member of 
the house of Burgesses in 1657 , and this family has been prominently iddent- 
fied with history of Nansemond County. 


The Pitt family was founded by two brothers , Robert and Henry , 
fons of William Pitt of Bristol , England , Robert served as Lieutenant - 
Colonel of the County Militia , and later as a member of the Council . His 
home was on the Nansemond County Line , his property forming part of the 
boundary between the two counties , Nothing remains to mark the site of his 
house but a smail brick building , which tradition says was used as a fort for 
this section of the county and as a refuge for the colonist from the hostile 
Indians . Within the memory of the present generation the " Port Holes " in 
the building have been filled in . Robert Pitt died in 1672 , his wife at 
the time of his death was Martha Lear , sister of Col, John Lear of 
Nansemond ; leaving several soms end daughters e 
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In the year 1665 the General Assembiy rewarded John Pitt the son of Col. 
Robert Pitt for building a vessel 6f twenty - eight tons . Henry Pitt's home 
was located on Jone's Creek and referred to in the records as " Pitts 

Menor Plantation " » An inventory of Thomas Pitt's estate , the son of 

Henty names the following rooms in the house ¢ hall , kitchen , entry, parlor, 
pantry , hall,-chamber , parlor chamber , porch chamber , and upper entry » 
The descendents of the brothers have intermarried with the prominent families 
of the county e 


Upon the petition in 1656 , of the inhabitants of Ragged Island 
and Terrascoe Neck then in Nansemond County , they were put inte Isle of Wight » 
The greater part of the Island was owned by the Norsworthy family , originating 
with " Lt. Col. Trisham Norsworthy of ye Ragged Island in Virginia . Gent.,' 
as he is referred to in the hower Norfolk County Records » He represemted 
Upper Norfolk County in the House of Burgesses in 1639 . The old home has 
been destroyed by fire , but the tombstones on the Island mark the approximate 
location of their settlement. 


Cole Joséah Parker the outstanding Revolutionary figure from Isle of 
Wight , owned an estate known as " Macclesfield " . His immigrant ancestor 
had patented the land in 1650 and is in that part of the county known as 
Smith's Neck « In 1775 , Col. Parker was made a member of the County Coumittee 
of Safety , and a member of the Virginia Conventions that met in March , 
June and December . He entered the service as a Major and was made a Colonel 
April 1, 1778 . He greatiy distinguished himself at the Battle of Tren 
ton « In the noted picture of the Capture of the Hessians at Trenton by 
Troumbell , Col. Parker is placed om the left side , and painted from life . 
His descendants own a valuable and interesting correspondance from General 
Lafayette »« 


An act of Assembly in 1691 provided for a town to be laid out at the 
mouth of the Pagan River . Fifty acres were “bought of Joseph Bridger and 
surveyed into lots and called Newport , later known as Patesfield , then 
Old Town when Smithfield was incorporated , and now as Battery Park , arthur 
Smith and Bhomas Taberer were appointed ffeofees in trust for ye disposing 
of deeds for town land , and in 1776 the ffeofees appointed for Patesfield 
were Brewer Godwin , Richard Hardy and Henry Pitt , Gentlemen ,» A small 
but interesting old house is in the town erected by the first Todd in the 
County , who was a Bermudian . The house is a replica of Toddsbury in 
Gloucester County , Va. Doubtless both being copies of the same English 
Todd home 


Isle of Wight not satisfied with her other &ssertions of priority 
claims also the first grist mill erected in Virginia . It was built in 
1646 by George Hardy who patented 300 acres on Lawnes Creek . The mill 
later came into the possession of the Wrenn family , and is now known as 
Wrenn's Mill . Members of the Hardy family served as Burgesses and the mam 
who is generally conceded to have been Isle of Wight's most brilliant son 
belonged to this family . Samuel Hardy was a member of the first Continent- 
al Congress , and died during its session in Philadelphia . He signed 
with Thomas Jefferson , Arthur Lee Und James Monroe the documents con~ 
veying to the United States all the"righta of Virginia to the territory , 
northwestward of the River Ohio " , His untimely death is thought to have 
cut short a brilliant career . Alexander Hamilton wrote a poem to his memory 
extolling his virtues and telling of the loss to his country. 
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To return to the James River section, which was left to chron- 
ologically take up the Old Brick Church , in the will of Mrs . Silvestra 
Hill , dated 1706 a bequest is made of 650 acres to her dear friend Mary Baker 
the wife of Captain Henry Beker . The Bakers first established a house 
at " Shoal Bay ‘t and presumably gave it its name . he claim is made , 
that here the first formal garden in Virginia was started » It is one of 
the show places in the State » Bith the beauty of its teracces , marvelous 
box and stately crepe myrtles . The house was burned shortly after the * War 
between the States " and it was perhaps the most preten$ious colonial 
home is Isle of Wight, at least the grounds would indicate it . To the 
left of the motern house , now on the place,is a brick building , which 
was erected from the bricks of the Old Bay Church . After this church war 
abandoned , ( the church of the upper Parish ), # {the bricks were 
removed , while the Cocke family owned Shoal Bay , and the present house 
built . This sanctuary was further desecrated by having its wood work 
constructed into a horse stable ; which no sooner was built , tradition tell 
us then lightening struck it and burned it to the ground 4. 


Captain Nathaniel Bacon Sr, had large holdings in Isle of Wight 
which fell to his heiress , Abigail Smith , his neice , who married Major 
Lewis Burwell of Gloucester County » By degrees the Burwells absorbed much 
of the land in the neighborhood, 4n advertisement appears in the Virginia 
Gazette describing the Burwell estate as being ten miles below Hog Island , 
containing 35,000 acres hereon are three plantations cleared and in good 
order for cropping , sufficient to work thirty five hands . On the Manor 
Plantation , ( Shoal Bay ~--- Nathaniel Burwell purchased it from 
Lawrence Baker in 1717 ) is a handsome brick house 60 ft. by 26 , two stories 
high, well finished and wainscoted , with two brick houses, 40 ft. by 20 , barns 
stables, and every other necessary houses ; a handsome garden completely laid 
off, a hundred and five yards by seventy five . On the three plantations there 
are about seventeen hundred apple trees and a great variety of other 
fruit . 


Several miles above “" Shoal Bay "is an interesting house , 
doubtless one of the three referred to in the advertisement . The ends 
of this house are of brick , it has a gable roof and dormer windows . 
There is a secret outlet from an upstairs room leading to a passage to 
the river . All pf the woodwork in the house is interesting with one room 
beautifully panelled , Warrasquoacke Bay is now known as Burwell's Bay e 


The lower part of Edward Bennett's grant fell to the heirs of his 
deughter Mary Bland . In 1681 this land was in the possession of Col. James 
Day « Dr. Tyler believes he acquired it through a Bland marriage , however 
others have reached the conclusion that this Mary Bland was his own mother, 
rather than his mother in-law , being a son by marriage prior to the Bland 
one . The Day family retained possession of this property until the early 
part of this century . All trace of the old house has disappeared . The family 
has remained one of prominence throughout the years » 


The home of the Arthur Smith family is still standing 
not far from Smithfield . “ Windsor Castle “ resembles Gunston Hall ; due 
to having been builé at a much earlier date , it does not have the 
beautiful panelling to be found in the latter place - fie woodwork incthe 
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house is plain with quite unusual recessed windows « The old garden 

with beautiful box which can still be remembered has had to yield 

precedence to a corn field » The orginal land patent for this estate 

is still in existence and a descendant owns the seal coat of arma brought over 
by the immigrant . For several generations this family represented 

Isle of Wight in the House of Burgesses . The male line became extinct with 
the fifth Arthur fn the early part of the 19th century , but there are 

still descendants living td the county of the’ daughters of the family « 


Another place of historical interest whose name has been 
retained since the earliest days of the county , is " Lévy Neck * . 
The origin of the name is unkown,but it was called this in a déed 
from John Seward to Wm. Bressie in 1672. On it was erected the 
principal Quaker Church in the country and here they had their burying 
ground » It was evidently used as the yearly meeting place for tho Quakers 
in Virginla,as the reference from the Henrico Monthly Meeting would 
indicate , when it stated in its records of 1700 that money was gathered toward 
paying fot the “ Galereys “ built in the yearly meeting house of “"Levineck"s 
It is now a negro settlement . 


No paper on Isle of Wight families would be complete which 
failed to pay tribute to the Young family and to acknowledge the gratitude 
the whole county feels toward these custodians of its records for over 
a hundred years . During the Revolution Tarleton's Troops made a raid 
on Smithfield with the intention of destroying the records , but the 
wife of the deputy -clerk Mr. Frances Young saved them by burying them 
dn a box and a * hair trunk " . This trunk is still a cherished possession 
of the descendants . Mr. Nathaniel Peyton Young had ie records... oved to 
Greenville County and then Brunswick during the o att Boothe 
one of the negroes belonging to the clerk at that time told with much 
pride of how he had remained in the woods and on the road for days at 
the time with them . Due to the patriotism and resourcefulness of this 
family , Isle of Wight one of the original eight shires of Virginia 
has her records almost complete . 


Smithfield was incorporated in 1752 and named for the Arthur 
Smith family and not for John Smith , as has been erroneously stated many 
times . The first trustees of the town were Robert Burwell, Arthur Smith , 
William Hodsden , James Baker, James Dunlop , James Arthur and Jospph Bridger. 
The surveyor of the town was Jordan Thomas and his plat shows seventy two 
lots , four streets and two lanes . The site. of the town is in the main forks 
of the Pagan River . From ang early period in the history of the colony 
the forks of this creek had been an important place of trade. 


Im 1633 a tobacco warehouse was established by legislative 
act , at or near it . For many years prior to 1762 merchants were engaged 
in the shipment of agricultural products from this point and a firm was 


—_ 


( 8) 


importing foreign goods as early as 1730 . Hence it is evident that this 
place was a center of trade and commerce long before Smithfield was 
incorporated . The following is what one whiter has to say about the town , 
© Smithfield has an unparalled history for progressiveness and the 

failure to hold ité creation . It tise to have the largest rum, bacon 

and sugar trade in the country - It made the Smithfield Ham, the 

peanut industry and near it tradition tells us was made the first mint 
Julep ". The town has been so modernized and the lovely, quaint old 
buildings have either been torn down or so remodeled in the name of 
progressiveness that it is hard to realize now it is a colonial town . 


There are still many charming and interesting examples of colonial 
architecture scattered throughout the county . The toll of them destroyed 
by fire however is quite large . 


Space nor time will permit further mention of the’ other families of the 
county among whom may be named the , Marshall , Boykin, Applewhite, Green, 
Seward, Goodrich , Bond, Reynolds, Jordan, and Fulghams, who laid the 
foundation so firmly in this section of Virginia . 


Bibliography - Morrison's History of Isle of Wight Bounty -; 
Tylers History of Isle of Wight Comty = Virginia Historical Magazine , 
William and Mary College Quarterlies and the Isle of Wight Court records. 


¥ a Early Hones & Families In Yolo of wight County, Virginia. 


The firet reference to this section of Virginia, now known as Isle of 
Wight is to be found in Captain John Smith's History » Returning from Kecoughtan 
in tke spring of 1608 where he had gone to trado fun. oupplies he says, " With 
fifteen bushels of corn I returned toward our fort . By tho way I encountered 
with two canoes of Indians , who came aboard me, being the inhabitants of 
Warrasquoacke » a Kingdom on the southside of the river , which 4o in breadth 
five miles and tventy miles or near from the mouth » With these I traded, who having 
but their hunting provisions requested me to retutm to their town, where J ahituld 
load my beat with corn, and with near thirty bushels 1 returned to the fort’, | 


The first English settlement was begun by Captain Christopher leans» 
and Sir Richard Worsley , Knight Baronet and their associates . They arrived 
&t Jamestown on April 19th » 1619 with one hundred settlers in a ship commanded 
by Captain Evans ani immediately setttled noar the mouth of a creck on the southoide 
of the James Rivor , sti11 known as Lewnets Creek « ( The present boundary lino 
detwoen Surry and Isle of Wight Counties }, Captain Lame and Ensign Washer r 
Zeprasented the settlement Imown as Lewne's Plantation in the first representative 
assembly held in America , which met at Jamestown on the 30th day of July 1610. 
Tt seams to be a fact » hbt all now sottlements are unhealthy and this one proved 
to be remarkably so , for within a yoar Captain Lame dled » and foure fifths 
of thoso he brought with hin algo g for tho company on November SOth, 1620 ordered 
that , " in regard of the late mortality of tho persons transported heretofore 
by the late Captain Lame , his associates be granted 6111 mid-summer 1625, to make 
up the number of persons they were disposed to bring". It aleo declared that the 
plantation was to be henceforth called , Isle of Wight Plantation , This name 
was given it very probably because the famous " Isle of wight " off tho coast of 
England had been tihe hane of sane of the prinoipal patentees 3 at least one of 
then wo know was certainly from Isle of wight 3 Sir Richard Worsloye 


{ 4n abstract of the will of Captain Lame may be of interest e} 

Christopher Lawne of Blanford , Dorset , now living in Virginia -—- November 
2, 1619 , boquost to daughter =in~ law Aus OlM£fo, to Robert Olliffe , to wife 
Susanna my tobacco and sassafras in Virginia , and my bill of adventure , Executiw 

_ 0fs , sons Lovewell and Symon Rewne » Overseors of will in Virginia, Captain 
Nathaniel Powell » Mr. Samuel Macovke, and Gaptain Ralph Hamor., ovorseors , 
friends Mr Lawronce Anthony, of London, Mr. John White of Oxford, Mr. Richard Ellis 
of St, Lythingo's Lane, London, Dorset and Mr , William Willis of Woore, Dorset. 
Witnesses ¢ Nathaniel Wests Pharoah Flyntonye Administration! granted June 17, 1620 
to William Willis during minority of Lovewell and Symon Lawne. 


From unsalondared papers , Court of Request im London , 1629 = 30 
the following testimony 1s found . Justinian Cooper of London Gent. Plaintiff 
has been " for divora yeares last past a planter in your Highness Countyy of 
Virginia ", and " hath spent mich timo there in Laborioun and industrious plantacion 
of tobacco " oto. Justinian Cooper of London Gent. and Anne his wife teetify that 
in 1616 one Christopher Lawne of Blanford , Dorset , who had married Susanna , 
natural mother of your subject, Anue , 44d intend to make an adventure and 
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f. into Virginia . Your subject Anne being a young maid and unmarried , 
he name of Anne Olliffe , 414 not only adventure her person, 
vat the sum of 140 in the scheme » Thoy went over and the ead Christopher 
lived there in good fashion with mish increase of his estate until about 
five yoars sigge , when he died leaving a large property « This has come 
into the hands of his widow Susan » Anne has received no payment of hor 
share . There was an agreement betweon Christopher Lawne and Susan about twelve 
yeara since and ene John White and William Willie uncle and friend of Anne and of 
one Robort Olliffe , brother of Anne « Susan her mothor hao eince married 
one John witohfield , Anne became twonty ~ one , three or four yoarp ago. 
Susan pretends that the monoy wan paid to a former husband of Annots, 
Statement made that Anno had married James Ne-réson in Virginia, ten yoars since. 


It io remarkable that Loostions, dates and names of tho carliost 
Settlers should be so weil knowne Among those brought over by Lawne wae 
Nathaniel Basse , who in 1621 established another settlement know ac 
“ Basges Choice on Pagan River " In his " Master “was Banjamin Symmes who 
in 1625 Left property to start a free school » tho first in America « 
( Eetablished at Kecoughtan ) . This whole settlement van wiped out in 
the Indien Hasaacre of 1622 » Basea was tn England et the time , and tins 
escaped the fate of hie golonis? . Tho lani was ropatonted by Peter Rnight, 
who probably married a daughter of Basga’s » He sold his holdings to 
John Bland, the eminent London Merchant in 1659 « Thomas Taborer purchased 
the land in 1676 , and served ea Durgess from the county » He died leaving 
no sons , bub many descendants through hie daughters, who married into the 
Copeland, Nowman, Webb and Jordan Familiose 


In 1622 Edward Bennett, a rich merchant of London ani a meaber of 
the company , dn partnerehip with his brother Robert and his nephew 
Richard Bennett came with one handred and twenty settlore and ostablished | 
themselves at 1 place on tho Jhmop River still known ‘ay * The Hocks | 
Beautiful box trees attost tho age claimed for thio estate « The former I 
house stood 4 little in front of tho prenent one, part of the original j 
foundation having becn recently found when some landscaping was being done , | 
The Mpa ont AAMT Loh 4 mintdimenotamrtek ar unease den sbthe 


Edvard Bemett's moiety of the above tract was about 1500 acres, 
which by a deed » recorded 4n the Secretary's Office dated in 1663 , wan . 
Givided betwoen his ¢wo déushtere 5 Silvestra the wife of Major Ntcholasht21 
and Mary the wife of Thomas Bland » { Later sho became the wife of Hr. 
luke Cropley of Londen }. Siivestrata share of the land was the upper 
portion { which dnoluded ” The Rocko " ), Mary's share being the lover 
moiety which inoluded the seation knoam until a few yeore ago es Days Point 
and for the last twenty - five yoars as Morgarte Beach » 


A lotter of interest is preserved from Robert Bennett, Merchant , of ba 
" Bonnett's Welcome in Virginia " , dated June 9, 1623 , to his brother Edward 
Bennett « In it ho refers to his om children in London, to Edward's wife » 
and to his brother Richaré and tho latter's wife . Robert Bemett died 
during the year 1623 . 
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In a deposition dated din 1623 , Richard Bennett the. nephew 
of Edvard stated hie age to be twenty » In 1629 he was a Burgess and 
in 1659 a member of the Counsil . Re was 4 Puriten in sympathy and when 
Sir william Berkeley in 1649 drove the Puritans out of Ransemond and Zliasabth 
City County , ho went with them to Maryland , but only stayed a short time. 
He served as Governor of Virginia from 1652= 1655 « 


Other Bonnett references in the carly records include one 
from Mr, William Bennett, Minister , who stated that Mr. Robert Bennett , 
merchant , late deconced owes him as minister to his plantation 16235 
pounds of tobacco for his salary for two yoars, 


These gettlenonts were planted on tho eve of the Great Massacre of 1622, 
many miraculous escaped were reported in the Warracquoacke sottlements , with fifty 
three known to have perished . ‘The result was for a time all plantations from fog 

Teland down the River for fourteen miles were deserted « In the fall of the same 
yoar an expedition by Sir Georgo Yeardiey drove out the Warrdequoaske and 
Vansenond Indians burning their Villages ani confiscating their coms, In ay 
1623 «,. Capt. Roger Smith was ordered to build a fort , the proprietors of 
the abandoned settlements took heart and returned to their homes. 


The consus of 1623 ~ 24 showed as living at Warrdequoacke and 

Basses Choice », fifty three persons, stating that tvonty pix have died 
Since iast April . Disease proved to be a more disasterous enemy than the 

| for the census of the next year showed but thirty one persons alive 
ab theipame places Four yoars later tho colony entcred upon a more prosperous 
era and a continous stream of inthigrante to whom patente were grented had ite 
beginning about that date » In 1635 the population had groun te five hundred 
and twenty two inhebitants « 


Thie County bkadibs the distinction of having the oldest protestant 
ehuzch on the continent standing on its soli . Tradition statos this 
church known as tho " Old B,ick Church was bulit by Joseph Bridger in 1652 , 
thus antedating the ohurch at Janestow by seven yoare « ‘The pointa in common 
between the two edifices are a aver at the western end facing almost the same 
point of the compass , and a chancel door on the southside near the eastern 
‘end of the nave. The Isle of Wight church is a larger building than 
the one at Jamestown « Tho driak work ia also more intricate , being laid 
in the 60 called Flemish bond and ite tower has artigulated pilasters at the 
wootern corners 4 broad frieses at each etory and undor the eaves . If 
1652 fo the correct date for thie Church {t ic hard to explain why a more pro® 
tentious building should be built neven years earlior in & primeval forest, 
than the one finally orested din the Capitol of the Colony . So far no trace 
of a Joseph Bridger who coukd have boon tha builder of the church hao been 
found 1 Tho one whose tonbetone was placed in the church when 1t was restored , 
was only four years of age in 1652 . The folioving is the insoription on the 
stone , which many people claim indicates he was born in mgland and had not 
Gone to Virginta , until hoe had spent some time at court « 


Sacred, 
To The Memory of 
The Honorable Joseph Bridger 
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H8qe Councillor of State In Virginia 
To King Charles The 2nd. 

Dying April the 153 A.D. 1686 

4ged 68 yoares « Mournfuly left 

His wife , 8 sons & 4 daughters , 


Dees naturn ellent mourn and can dumb stone 

inke her true warth to future ages inom 4 

Excess axproasion marble fine will keop 4 

Rib memory dest that ever on hie greve shall weop -« 
Hore lies the late graat minister of State a 

That Royal virtues had & Royal fate » 

To Charles hia Councels did such honor bring , 

Hie own express fotehed him to attend the King , 
His coul thet ever did with vigor move » 

Himbly took winge seared likes itself above. 


The Eridger home , " Whitemarsh "was not adquired by Col» Brddger 
until 1673 5 " Jom Perry , son of Phillip Perry , of ye Whitemarsh to Cols 
Jospph Bridger ". Since only a few bricks remain tu mark the sito it may 
be of intexesh to form some idea of the house from tho rooms manticned in hie 
inventory ; “ippey chamber of the old brick house , in the next chamber , 
in the f4zet Ghanber of the first atory , {a the next chanber » Gining room , 
shildren’s chamber, uppermost chamber of the new house » middle uppermost 
chenber, third chasber over the dining room , the gallery » parlor , hall, 
iower chanher, kitchen chenber, outer chamber=Landing, kitchen ana collar * 
Col, Bridger was a Burgess from Isle of Wight 3 & somniseioner to adjust the 
boundary with Maryland 3 9 commissioner to confer with Harylend and North Care 
Olina in regards to tobacco gultivationa , commander 4 of horee in 
Islo of Wight , Surry Nensemond and lower Nor: \k Counties 4” and in 1670 he 
was appointed a mamber of the Counodl . He sessed Yith a larse 
personal ostate valued at L616 «17 Ss, & 4 P. aming 12000 oores in Lele of 
Wight , besides other lands in Surry , James City and Maryland » Col. Bride 
ger married Hester Pith » the daughter of Lte Col. Robert Pitt and left three 
Bone and four doughters 4a proven from ths above tombstone record. 


Aorese Brover's Creek from Whitemarsh 5 Stands an oblong brick 
house with large ohimeys an either end , mown ao the Brewor home, « 
Quite high on one ehimey you are able $0 decipher the date 1679 » Several 
foot lower on the same chimney fs one of 1710 John Brewor was a member of 
the house of Burgesses in 1657 , and thie f: y hae been prominently iddent= 
£408 with history of Nansemond Comtby. 


The Pitt fanily wag founded by two brothers 4 Robert and Henry , 
gone of William Pitt of Bristol , England « Robert served ne Ligutenant = 
Colonel of the County Militia , and Later as o momber of the Coumoil , iis 
home was on the Nansemond County Line ¢ his property forming part of the 
voundary between the tvo countics , Nothing remains to mark the site of his 
house but 4 smell brick budlding , which tradition gays was used as a fort for 
this section of the county and as a refuge for the colonigt from tho hostile 
Inéfans » Within tho memory of the present generation the " Port Holes " in 
the building have been filled in » Robert Pitt died in 1672 , hie wife at 
the time of his death was Martha Lear , slater of Cole John Lear of 
Nansemond i leaving several song aaa @anzhtekd , 

, 
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In the year 1665 the General Assembly rewarded John Pitt the von of Col. 
Revert Pitt for building a vessel $6 twenty - eight tona . Honvy Pitt's home 
was located en Jonete Creek ani referred to in the recorda as “ Pitts 

Manor Plawjation " » An inveatory of Thomas Pitt's estate , the aon of 

Henry names tho following rooms in the house s hall , kitohen » entry, parlor, 
pantry , holljhechomber , parlor chamber , porch chaser » and mies entry » 
The descendants of tho brothers have intormarried with the prominent familios 
of the county e« 


Upon the petition in 1656 , of tho inhabitants of Ragged Island 
and Terrastoe Neck then in Hancemond County , they wore cap reed into Isle of wight « 
The greater part of the Inland was omed by the Norsworthy family , originating 
with " Lt. Cok. Trishan Norsvorthy of ye Ragged Island in Virginia . Gentes 
ae he da referred to in the Lower Norfolk County Recordn » Hae repregented 
Upper Norfolk County in tho House of Burgesses in 1639 « The old homo hag 
been destroyed by fire , but the tombatones on the Island mark tho approximate 
location of their sottlement. 


Cols Joséah Parker the outstanding Revolutionsry figure from Iele of 
Wight » owed an estate kmown as “ Magolesfiold "4 His iumigrent ancestor 
had patented the land in 1660 and is in that part of the county known as 
Smith's Wook » M775 , Gols Parker was made | member of the County Comittee 
of Safety , Lae 8 wenber of the Virginia Conventiona that mob in March » 
dune and December . He entered the aovvice as & Kajor and wao made a Golonol 
April 1, 4976 . Ho gronbly distinguiched himsolf at the Battle of Tren 
ton » In the noted pioture of the Ceybure of the Hessians at Trenton by 
Trumbell ,» Col. Parker ie placed om the left efde , and painted from life . 
His deacenfants own & Valusble and interesting correspondance from General 


Lafayette » 


£n act of Aaserbly in 1692 provided for a torm to be aid out at the 

mouth of tho Pagen River « Tifty acres wereshhought of Joseph Bridger and 
surveyed into lote and called Newport , later Imowm as Patesfield , then 

O14 Town when Smithfield was incorporated , and now ag Battery Park , Arthur 
Smith end Ghomas Taberer were appointed ffeofeae in trast for ye disposing 
of deedo for torn iand , end in 1776 the ffeofces appointed for Patesf1ield 
wore Brewer Sodwin , Paghara Hardy and Henry Pitt , Gentlemen » A amell 
bub Interesting ola. house 4a in the town erected Dy the first Todd in the 
County » who was a Bermudian . The house is a replfca of Toddsbury in 
Gloucester Camty , Ya « Doubtless both belng coping of the sama mnglish 
Todd home , 


Tele of Wight not satisfied with her othor Wegertions of priority 
Claims also the first grict mill erected in Virginia ic It wae built in 
1646 by George Hardy who patonted 300 acres on Lammes Creek . The mill 
Later came inte the possession of the Wrenn family , and ie nav knowm as 
Wremn's M111. Hembera of the Hardy family servad as Burgesses and the mam 
who da generally conceded to heve been Iske of Wight's most brilliant son 
belonged to thie family . Semmel Hardy was a member of the first Continont= 
al Congreas , and died during ite seasion in Philadelphia « Ho, signed 
with Thomas Jefferaon , Arthur Lee and James Monree the documents son= 
veying to the United States all thetrighte of Virginia to the territory , 
northwestward of the River Ohio " . His untimely death is thought to have 
out short a brilliant career . Alexander Hamilton wrote a poom to hie memory 
extolling his virtues and telling of the loss to his country. 
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To return to the James River section, which was left to chron- 
Ologically take up tho O14 Brick Church , in the will of Mrs . Silveatra 
Hi21 , dated 1706 a boqnest is unde of 650 acres to her dear friemi Mary Baker 
the wife of Captain Henry Baker . The Bakers first established a house 
at " Shoal Bay * and presumably gave it itts nume . The olaim is made , 
that here the fitst furmal garden in Virginia was ebarted « It 40 ono of 
the shor places im the Stato , With the beauty of ite teraveda , marvelous 
box and stately orepa myrtles » Tho house was burned shortly after the ” war 
between the States " and 4t was perhaps the moot protenfiigua colonial 
home fe Islé of Wight, at least the grounds vould indicate if . To the 
left og. the mcfern house , nov on the placo, is 4 brick building , which 
was erected fram the bricke of the Olé Bay Church « After thie churoh w«~ 
abandoned , { tho church of the upper Parish }, § Tho bricka were 
removed , while the Cocke fanily owned Shoal Bay , and tho prosent howe 
bullt , This sanctuary wae furthor desecrated by having ite wood work 
constructed into a horse etablo 3 which no sooner was built , tradition tell 
us then lightening struck it and burned it to the ground. 


Captain Yatheniel Bacon Sr» had large holdings in Isle of Wight 
which fol2 to his heirogs , Abigail Smith , hie neice , who married Major 
lewis Burwoll of Gloucestor County e By desrees the Burvells absorbed mush 
of tho lend in the neighborhood, fn advertisement appears in the Virginia 
Gazette describing the Burwell cutate as being ten miles bolow Hog Island , 
containing 36,000 acres thereon are throe plantations oleaved and in good 
order for gropping , sufficient to work thirty five hands , On the Hanor 
Plentation ,» { Shoal Bay ---- Nathaniel Bwrvell purchased ib from 
Lewrenge Baker dn 2727 ) is s handeomo brick houee 60 ft. by 26 , two stories 
high, well finished and vadusented , with tvo brick housed, 40 fte by 20 , barns 
stables, and ovéry other nocensary houses 5 a handsome garden completely laid 
off, & lumired and five yardea by sevonty five » On the thhee plantations there 
are ree severtcen hundred apple trees and s great variety of other 
fruit « 


Several miles above " Shoal Bay " 49 an interesting house » 
doubtless one of the three referred to in the advertisement » The ends 
of this house are of vrick , it has a gable roof and dormer windows « 
There iu a secret oublet frem an upsteire room lending to a passage to 
the river ¢ All of tho woodwork in the house io interesting with one roon 
beautifully panelied » Warrasquoacke Bay is now kmown ace Butweli'ts Bay » 


Tho lower part of Edward Bennett's grant fell to the heire of his 
daughter Mary Blend » In 1681 this lend was in ¢he possession of Col, James 
Day « Dre Tyler believes he acquired it through a Bland marriage 4 hovovor 
others have reached the oqolusion that this Mary Blandi was hie own mother, 
rather then his mother in-lay , being a econ by marriage prior toe the Bland 
‘one « The Day family retained possession of thie property util the carly 
part of this. century » All trace of tho old house has disappeared « The family 
has remained one of prominence throughout the years « 


The home of the Artiuy Snith femily du stili standing 
not far from Smithfield » " Windsor Castle “ resembles Gunston Hall 3 due 
to having been buil€ at o mush earlier dato , if doas not have tha 
voattbiful penelling to be found in the latiwr place . ghe woodwork Incthe 
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house ia plain with quite wmusnal recessed windows » Tho old garden 

with beautiful box which can stil be vemeborod has had to ylola 

precedence to a corn field . Tho orginal land patent for this ostate 

ie atili 4n oxistense ond 9 descendant ovns the seal eont ef arms brought over 
by the dmaigraat e For several gonorations this family represented 

Isle of yight in the House of Burgesses » The mile line became extined with 
the fifth Arthur da’ the garly part of fha 19th century , but there are 

still dosconiants Living in the Gouty of the amghtors™ of tho fontly » 


Another place of historical interest whose neme haa been 
retained since the earliost days of tha county , ie " Lavy Neck ". 
the origin of the none is ulzoun Dub 26 was called thie dn a aée6é 
from John Seward to Wmy Breasio in 1672 _ On 4% was created the 
prineipai quaker church 4n the country and here they hed their burying 
ground ¢ It was svidently need oe the yoarly meoting place for the Quakers 
dn Virginie as the referonco from the Henrico Monthly Meatiny would 
indiente , whon 1t otated in its rocerds of 1700 that money was gathered tovard 
paying for the " Galoroys " built in tho yoerly meotiag house of "Luvineck"s 
it de now a negro eettloment . 


No paper on Isle of Wight families would be cauplets which 
failed to pay tribute to the Young family and to aclmowlodge the gratitule 
the whole county feels toward these custodians of ite records for over 
a lundret yeara , Duting the Revolution Tarleton's Troops made a raid 
on Smithfield with tho Intention of destroying tho rccards , but the 
wife of the doputy «clerk Mr. Frances Young save them by burying them 
in a doz and a " hair trunk " , This trunk ie 94411 o chorished possession 
of the descenfanta . I. Nathaniel Peyton Young i ae eed removed to 
Greenville County and then Brunewiek during the Booths 
one of the nogroeoo belonging to tho clerics at that time told with much 
pride of hav he had remained in the woods and on tho read fur days at 
tho timo with thom s Imo to tho patrdotien and resourcofulnegs of this 
famliz , Talo of Wight one of the original oight shires ef Virginia 
has her records alaost completa 4 


Smithfield was Incerporeted in 1752 and nomed for the Arthur 
Smith family and not for John Smith y as hay been arronsously stated many 
times « The first trustees of the tom were Robert Burwoll, Arthur Snith » 
Williem Hodsden , James Baker, James Dunlop , Jemos Arthur and Jospph Bridger. 
The surveyor. ef the town was Jordar Thomee and his plot shows seventy two 
lote , four greets and two laws . The sitevef tim torn is in tho main forks 
of tho Pagan ivory « From and enmity period tm the history of the colony 
the forks of thie creek had been en important place of trade. 


In 1653 a tobacco warehouse was established by legislative 
act , at or near it » Por many years prior to 1752 merchants were engaged 
in the shipment of agricultural products from this point and a firm was 


{ 8) 


importing foreign goods as early as 1750 & ence it is evident that this 
plase was a center of trade and commerce long before Smithfield was 
invorporated « The following is what one weiter hao to say about the town , 
" smithfield hao an unparalled history for progreasiveness and the 

failure to hold 1t@ creation , It tse to have the largest rum, bacon 

and sugar trade in the comtry 4 It made the Smithfield Ham, the 

peanut industry and near £t tradition tells us was made the first mint 
Julep "»« The town hac been so modernized andi the lovely, quaint old 
buildinge have either been torn down or so remodeled in the name of 
progressiveness that it ie hard-to realize now 4t 48 a colonial town « 


There are s$i11 many charming and interesting examples of colonial 
architecture scattered “hroughout the county » The toll of them destroyed 
 howeve Ge quite large « 
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county among whom may be named the , Marshall , Boykin, Applewhite, Green, 
Seward, Goodrich , Bond, Reynolds, Jordan, anti Fulghems, who laid the 
foundation so firmly in thio seotion of Virginia . 


Bibliography « Morrison's History of Isle of Wight Gounty ~3 
Tylero History of Isle of Wight County = Virginia Historical Magsaine 
William ond Maty College quarterlies and the ele of Wight Court records. 
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‘Space nor time will permit further menbion of the other families of the 


8 


5 A a ae 


Families In Isle Of Wight County, Virginia. 


Oe oe: 


Tre first reference in history to thie section of Virginia, 
now known ag Im@le of Wight to to be found in Captain John Smith's 
"True Relations". Returning from Keooughtan in the spring of 1608 
where he had gone to trade for supplies he says, "with fifteen bushels 
of corn I returned toward our forte By the way I encountered with 
two aanees of Indians, who came aboard me, being the inhabitants of 
Warrasquoacke, a Kingdom on the southside of the river, which is in 
breadth five miles and twenty miles or near from the mouth. With 
these I traded, who having but their hunting provisions requested me 
to return to their town, where I should load my boat with corn, and 
with near thirty bushels I returned to the fort". 


The first English settlement was begun by Captain Christopher 

Iawne, and Sir Richard Worsley, Knight Baronet and their associates. 
They arrived at Jemestown on April 19th, 1619 with ons hundred settlers 
in a ship commanded by Captain Evans and inmediately settled near the 
mouth of a ereek on the southside of the James River, still known as 
Iawne's Creeke (The present boundry line vetween Surry and Isle of 
fight Counties). Captain Lawne and Eneign Washer represented the 
settlement known as Lawne's Plantation in. the first representative 
assembly held in smerica, which met at Jamestown on the 30th day of 
July 1619. It seems to be a fact, that all new settlements are une 
healthy and this one proved to be remarkably so, for within a year 

_ Captain Lowne died, and four-fifths of. those he brought with him also; 
for the company on November 30th, 1620 ordered that, “in regard of the 
late mortality of the persons transported heretofore by the late Cap- 
tain Layne, his associates be granted till mid-summer 1625, to make 
up the number of persona they were disposed to bring". It also de- 
clared that the plantation was to be henceforth called, Isle of Wight 
Flantation. This name was given it very probably because the famous 
"Isle of Wight" off the coast of England had been the homo of some 
of the principal pantentees; at least one of them we know wag cere 
tainly from Isle of Wight; Sir Richard Worsley. 


(An abstract of the will of Captain Lawne may be of interest. 
Christopher Lawnme of Blanford, Dorset, now living in Virginia-- Nove 
ember 2m 1619, bequest to daughter-in-law Anne Olliffe; to Robort 
Ollife, to wife Susanna my tobacco and sassafras in Virginia, and 
my bill of adventuree Executors, sons Leyewell and Symon Lawns 
Overseers of will in Virginia, Captain Nathaniel Powell, Mr. Samuel 
Yacocke and Captain Relph Hamor. Overseers, friends Mr. Lawrence 
Anthony, of London, Mr. John White of Oxford, Mr. Richard Bllis of 
St. Lythinge'ts Lane, London, Dorset and wx. William Willis of Moore, 
Dorset. Witnesses: Bathaniel Whatgolharoah Flynton. Administration 
granted June 17, 1620 to William Willis during minority of Lovewell 
and Symon Lawne. 


. From unealendared papers, Court of Request in London, 1629"50 
the following testimony is found. Justinian Cooper of London Gente 
Plaintiff has been "for divers yeares last past a planter in your 
Highness County of Virginia", and “hath spent much time there in 
eens eats industrious plantacion of tobacco" ete. Justinian 
Cooper of\London Gent, and Anne his wife testify that in 1618 one 
Gurietopher ‘Lawne of Blanford, Dorset, who had married Sussanna, 


We 


, (2) 


natural mother of your subject, Anne did intend to make an adventure and 
journey into Virginia. Your subjeot Anne being a young maid and unmarried, 
and bearing the name of Anne Olliffe, did not only adventure her parson, 
but the sum of Le 40 in the scheme. They went over and the said Chriage 
topher lived there in good fashion with much inerease of his estate un- 
til about five years since, when he died leaving a large property. This 
haa come into the hands of his widow Sugane Amne has received no pay- 
ment of her share. There wes an agreement between Christopher Lawne 
end Susan about twelve years sinee and one John White and William Willie 
uncle and friend of Anna and of one Robert O11iffe, mother of Anne. 
Svsan her mother has since married one John Witehfield, Anne became 
twenty-one, three or four years agoe Susan pretends thet the money was 
to.a former husband of Anne'a, Statement made that Anne had married 
James Harrison in Virginia, ten years since. 


It ig remarkable thnt locations, dates and names of the earliost 
settlers should be go well known, Among those brought over by Lawne was 
Nathaniel Bassa, who in 1621 established another settlement known as 
‘“Bassen Choice on Pagan River". In his "Muster" was Benjamin Symmes who 
in 1623 left property to start a free chhool, the first in America. 
(Established at Kecoughtan)e This whole settloment was wiped out in 
the Indien Masseere of 1622, Basse was in Ungland at the time, and these 
excapod the fate of his colonist. The land was repatented by Peter Knight, 
who probably married a daughter of Basse's.e He sold his holdings to 
John Bland, the eminent London Merchant in 1659, Thomas Taberer purchased 
the land in 1675, and served as Burgess from the county. He didd leave 
ing no sons, but many descendant though his daughters, who married into 
the Copeland, Newman, Webb and Jordan Familiese 


In 1622 Wdward Bennett, a rich merchant of London and a member of 
the company, in partnership with his brother Robert and hie nepher 
Richard Bennett came with one hundred and twenty settlers and eatab- 
lished themselves at a place on the James River still knewn as “The Roake". 
Beautiful box trees attest the age olaimed for this estate. The former 
house stood a little in front of the present one, part of the original 
foundation having been recently found when come landscaping was being 
done, The firat Custom House in Amerioa, a bullding of brick and rook 
is still standing herse 


Rdward Bennett's molety of the above tract waa about 1500 acres, 
vnich by a deed, recorded in the Secretary's Office dated in 1663, was 
divided between his two daughters; Silventra the wife of Major Nicholas 
Hill and Mary the wife of Thomas Bland. (Later she became the wife of 
Yr. Luke Cropley of London). Silvestra's share of the land was the 
upper portion (which included "The Rocks"), Mary's shara being the lower 
moiety which included the section known until a few years ago as Day's 
Point and for the last twenty-five yeara as Morgart's Beache 


A letter of interest ig preserved from Robert Bennett, Mexchant, of 
‘Bennetts Welcome in Virginia", dated June 9, 1623, to his brother Edward 
Rennette In it he refers to his own children in London, to Edward's wife, 
and to his brother Richard and the latter's wifoe Robert Bennett died 
during the year 1623-« 
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In a désposition dated in 1623, Richard Bennett the nephew 
of Edward stated his age to be twentye In 1629 he was a Burgesa 
and in 1639 a member of the Council. He was a Puritan in symgathy 
and when Sir William Berkeley in 1649 drove the Puritans out of 
Mansemond and Elizabeth City County, he went with them to Maryland, 
bat only stayed a ehort time. He served as Governor of Virginia 
from 1652+1655. 


Othér Bennett references in the early recorde include one 
from Mre William Bennett, Minister, who states that Mr. Robert 
Bennett, merchant,late deceased buses him as minister to his plane 
tation 1533} pounds of tobacco for his salary for two yearse 


Those settlements were planted on the eve o€ the Great Massae 
cre of 1622, many miraculous escapes were reported in the Warraacqe 
uoacke settlements, with fifty three known to have perished. The 
result was for a time all plantations from Hog Island down the River 
for fourteen miles were desertede In the fall of the came year an 
expedition led by Sir George Yoardley drove out the Warrisquoseke 
and Nansemond Indians burning their Villages and confiscating their 
corn. In May 1623, Capte Roger Smith was ordered to build a fort, 
the proprietors of the abandoned settlements took heart and returned 
to tueir hones. 


The ceneus of 1623e24 showed as living at Warrisquoacke and 
Basses Choice, fifty three persons, stating that twenty six have 
died since April last. Disease proved to be a more disasterous 
enemy than the Indian, for the census of the next year showed but 
thirty one persons alive at the same placee Four years Later the 
colony entered upon a more prosperous era and a continous stream 
of immigrants to whom patents were granted had it beginning about 
that date. In 1635 the population had grown to five hundred and 
twenty two inhabitantae 


This County claims the distinotion of having the oldest pro= 
testant church on the continent standing on its soil, Tradition 
states this church known as the 01d Brick Church was built by 
Joseph Bridger in 1632, thus antedating the chuzch at Jamestown 
by seven years» The points in comnon betwean the two edifices are 
a tower at the western end facing almost the same point of the 
compasa, and & chancel door on the southside near the cagtern erid 
of the mavey ‘Ths Isle of Wight Church is a larger building than 
the one was at Jamestown, The bedekcwork is also more intricate, 
being laid in the so called Flemish bond and ite tower has arti=- 
culated pilcesters at the western corners; broad friezes at each 
story and under the eaves. If 1632 is the correct date for this che 
ureh, it is hard to explain why a more pretentious buiiding should 
be built seven years earlier in a primeval forest, than the one 
finally erected in the Capltol of the Colony. So far no trace of 
a Joseph Bridger who could have been the builder of the church has 
been found. The one whose tombstone was placed in the church 
when it was restored, was only four years of age in 1632. The 
following is like inseription on the stone, which many people claim 
indicated he was born in England and had not come to Virginia, 
until he had spent sometime at courte 

Sacred 
To The Memory of 
The Honorable Joseph Bridger 
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Esqe Councillor of State In Virginta 
To King Charles The 2nd. 
Dying April the 15: As De 1686 
i abe 58 yearese Mournfuly left 
a wife, 3 sona & 4 daughtera, 


Does nature silent mourn and can dumb stone 

Make her true worth to future ages knowns 

Yucess expression marble fine will keep, 

His memory best that ever on his grave shall weeps 
Here lies the late great minister of State, 

That Royal virtues had & Royal fate, 

To Charles his Councels did such honor bring 

Hie own express fetched him 4p attend thes King, 
Hie soul that ever did with vigor more, 

Nimbly took wings soared likes itself above. 


Te Bridger home, "Whitemarsh" was not acquired by Col. 
Bridger until 1673; "John Perry, son of Phillip Perry, of ye 
Whitemarsh to Cole Joseph Bridger". Since only a few brioks ree 
main to mark the sita it may be of interest to form some idea of 
the house from the rooms mentioned in his inventory: Upper Chamber 
of the Olde:Brick House, in the next chamber, in the firet chamber 
of the first story, in the next chamber, dining room, children's 
chamber, uppermost chamber of the new house, maddie uppermost 
chamber, third chamber over the dining room, the gallery, parlor, 
hall, lower chambor, kitchea chamber, outer chamberlanding, kite 
chen and cellar. Col. Bridger was 4 Burgess from Isle of Wight; 

a commiasioner to adjust ths boundary with Maryland; 8 commigslone 
er to confer with Maryland and North Carolina in regards to tobacco 
cultivations, commander inechief of house in Isle of Wight, Surry 
Nansemond and lower Norfolk Counties, and in 1670 he was appointed 
a@member of the Council, He died possessed a large personal estate 
valued at Le 816--17 8 & 4 Pe owning 12,000 acres in Isle of Vight, 
besides other lands in Surry, James City and Maryland. Col. Bride 
ger married Hester Pitt, the daughter of St. Col. Robert Pitt and 
left three sons and four daughtere as proven fron the above tombe 
stone record. 


Aeroes Brewer's Creek from Whitemarsh, stands an oblong brick 
house wot} }arge ofimneys on either end, known as the Brower House, 
seatad high on ene chimney you are able to decipher the date 1679, 
several feet lower on the same chimney is one of 1710, John Brewer 
was a member of the house of Burgesses in 1657 and thie family haa 
been promiently indentified with the history of Nansemond County, 


the Pitt Family was founded by tow brothers, Robert and Henry, 
sons of William Pitt of Bristol, England. Robert served as Liau- 
tenant-Colonel of The County Militia, and later as a member of the 
Council, His home was on the Namsemond County Line, his property 
forming part of the boundary between the two counties. Nothing 
remains to mark the site of his house but a emall brick building 
which tradition says was used as a fort for this section of the 
county and ase @ refuge for the colonist from the hostile Indiana. 
Within the memory of the present generation the "Port Holes" in the 
building have been filled in. Robert Pitt died in 1672, hia wife 
at the time of hie death was Martha Lear, sister of Col. John Lear 


of Nansemond; leaving several sons and daughterse 
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In the year 16635 the General Assembly rewarded John Pitt the son 
of Col. Robert Pitt for building a vessel of twenty-eight tons. 
Henry Pitt's home was located on Jone's Creek and referred to in 
the racords as "Pitts Manor Plantation". An inventory of Thomag 
Pitt's estate, the son of Henry names the following roons in the 
house: hall, kitohen, entry, perlor, pantry, hall chamber, parlor 
chamber, poroh chamber, and upper ontrye The descendante of the 
beck tevemgh have intermarried with the prominent families of the 
county« 


Upon the petition in 1656, of the inhabitants of Ragged Ise 
land and Terrascoe Neck then in Nensemond County, they were put 
into Isle of Wight. The greater part of the Island was owned 
by the Norsworthy family, rhs ere with Lt. Col, Tiieham Nore 
seworthy of ye Ragged Island in Virginia. Gent., as he is refer« 
red to in the lower Norfolk County Records, He represented 
upper Norfolk County in the House of Burgesses in 1639. The oid 
home hasbeen destroyed by fire, but the tombstones on the Island 
mark the approximate location of their settlement. 


Col. Joseah Parker the outstanding Revolutionary figure 
from Iele of Wight7}iownédsan estate Imown as “Macclesfield. 
His immigrant ancestor had patented the land in 1650 and is in that 
part of the county known ac Smith's Neck, In 1775, Cole Parker 
Was made a member of the County Committee of Safety, and a member 
of the Virginia Vonventions that met in March, June and December, 
He entered the service ss a Major and waco made a Colonel April 
1, 1778. He greatly distinguished himself at the Battle of Tren- 
tone In the noted picture of the Capture of the Hessians at Trene 
ton by Trumbell, Cole Parker is placed on the left side, and pad@ted 
from life, His descendante own a valuable and interesting, corra+ 
pondance from General Lafayette. 


fn act. of Assembly in 1691 provided for a town to be laid 
out at the mouth of the Pagan River. Fifty acres ware bought of 
Joseph Bridger and surveyed into leta and called Newport, later 
imown as Fatesfield, there pld tewn when Smithfield was Incorpora« 
ted, and now as Battery Park. Arthur Snith ard Thomas Taberer 
were appointed ffeofeen in trust for ye disposing of deede for 
town land and in 1776 the ffeofees appointed for Patesfield wera 
Brewer Godwin, Richard Hardy and Henry Pitt, Gentlemen. A small 
but interesting old house ia in the town ereoted by the first Todd 
in the County, who was a Bermudian. The house is a replica of 
Toddsbury in Gloucester County, Va» Doubtless both being copies 
of the same English Todd Home. 


Isle of Wight not satisfied with her other claim of priority, 
Claims also the first grist mill erected in Virginia, It was 
built in 1646 by George Hardy who patented 3500 acres on Lawnes 
Greek, . The mill later came into the possession of the Wrenn 
family, and is now known as Wrenn's Mill. Members of. the Hardy 
family served as Burgesses and the Man who is generally conceeded 
to have been Isle of Wights most brilliant son belonged to this 
family. Samuel Hardy was a momber of the first Continental Cone 
eresa, and dicd during ites sesoion in Philadelphia. He signed with 
Thomas Jefferson, Arthur Lee. and James Monroe the doouments cone 
veying to the United States all the rights of Virginia to the 
tesritory, northwestward of the River Ohio. His. untimely death 
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is thought to have cut short a brilliant career. Alexander 
Hamilton wrote a poem to his memory extolling his virtues and tell- 
ing of the loss to his countrys 


To return to the James River section, which was left 
to Oaronblogically take up the Old Brick Church in the will 
of Mre. Silvestra Hill, dated 1706 a bequest is made of 550 
acres to he dear friend Mary Baker, the wife of Captain Henry 
Fakexy, The Bakers first established — 
a house at "Shoal Bay" and presumably gave it it's nmume. The 
claim is made that here the first formal garden in Virginia was 
startede It is one of the show plages in the State, with the 
beauty of its terraces, marvelous box and stately crepe myrtlape 
The house was burned shortly after the war between The States 
and it was permenre the most pretensious éolonial home in Isle 
of Wight, at least the grounds would indicate it. To the left 
of the modern house, now on the place is a brisk building, which 
was erected from the brioka of the Old Bay Church; after fnds 
chureh was abandoned, (the church of the upper Parish). The 
bricks wore removed, while the Gocke family owned Shoal Bay, 
and the present house built This sanctuary was further dese 
erated by having ite wood work constructed into a horse stable; 
which no sooner was built, tradition tell us than lightening struck 
it and burned it to the gwound. Captain Nothaniel Bacon Sr. had 
large holdings in Isle of Wight which fell to his heiress. Abee= 
gail Smith, his néice who married Major Lewis Burwell of Glouces= 
ter Countys By degrees tho Burwolls absorbed much of tho land 
in the neighborhood. An advertisement appears in the Virginia - 
Gazette describing the Burwell estate as being ten miles below Hog 
Gland, containing 25,000 acres whereon are three plantations 
Cleared and in good order for cropping, sufficient to work thirty 
five handse on the Mannr Plantation, (Snoal BayeeNatianiel Burwell 
purchased 4¢ from Lawrence Baker in 1717) 16 a handsome brick house 
60 ft by 26, two stories high, well finished and wainscoted, with 
two brick houses, 40 ft by 20, barns, atables, and every other 
nacessary houses; a handsome garden completely laid off, a hun» 
dred and five yds by seventy five. On the three plantations there 
ere about seventeen hundred apple trees and a great variety of 
other fruite 


Several miles above "Shoal Bay" is an interesting house, 
@oubtless one of the three referred to én the advertiseuents 
The ends of this house are of briok, 4t has a gable rovf and 
doemer Windows. ‘There is a secret outiet from an upstaire 
room leading to a pasvage to the river. All of tho woodwork 
dn the house is interesting with one room beautifully panelied. 
Warrasquosoke Bay is now known ag Burwell's Baye 


The lower part of Edward Bennett's grant fell to the heira 
of hig daughter Mary Bland. in 1681 this land was in the posse 
ession of Cole James Day, re Tyler believes he acquired it 
through 6 Gland marriage, however others have reached the cone 
clusion that this Mary Bland was his own mother, rather than 
his mother in-law, being @ gon by a marriage prior to the Blend 
onéy The Day family retainod possession of this property unti1 
the carly part thie centruy. All trace of the old house has 
@isappeared the family has remained one of prominence throughout 
the yearse 
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The home of the Arthur Smith family is still standing not 
fay from Smithfield.s Windsor Castle" resembles Gunston Hall, 
due to having been built at a much earlier date, it does not have 
the beautiful panelling to be found in the later place, The wood 
work in the house is plain with quite unuemal oversized windows. 
The old garden with beaut£ul box which aan still be remembered 
hag had to yield precedence to apgorn field. The original land 
patent for this estate is etill ih existence and & descendant owns 
the seal coat of arms brought over by the immigrant. For several 
generations this family represented isle of Wight in the House of 
Burgesseas ‘The male line became extines with the £1fth Arthur 
in the early part of the 19th century, but there are still deacene 
dante in the county of the daughters of the family. : 


Another place of historical igterest whose name hag been rem 
tained sinee the earliest days of the century, is "Lévy Neck" 
The origin of the name is unknown but it was called this in a 
deed fxom John Seward to Wme Brespie in 1672. On it was erected 
the principal Quaker Chureh in the country and here they had their 
burying ground. It wae evidently uced as the yearly resting place 
of the Quakers in Virginfa os the reference from the Henrice Month- 
ly Meeting would indicate, when it stated in ite records of 1700 
that meney was gathered toward paying for the "Galeroya" built in 
the yearly meeting house of “Levineck® It is now a negro saettle= 
ment in the countys 


_ 

No paper on Isle of Wight families would be complete whioh 
failed to pay tribute to the Young Family and to acknowledge the 
Grath; tho pke..ohunty.fcels toward the custodians of its Tee 
cords’ for ‘over se + ‘oa ycarse During the Revolutio Tarletons 
Troops made a raid on Smithfield with the intention of destroying 
the records, but the wife of the deputy-clerk Mr, Frances Young 
saved them ty burying them in a box ard a “hair trunk", This 
trunk ig atill a chereshed possession of the descendants. Ure 
Nathaniel Peyton Young had the records removed to Greenville 
County and then Brunswiek during the Civil Ware. Randall Booth one 
of the negroes belonging to the clerk at that time told with much 
pride of how he had tematned in the woods and on the read for days 
at the time with thems Due to the patriotism end recouncefulness 
of Bbés family, Isle of Wight fie of the original eight shires of 
Virginia hae her records almost complete. 


Saithficld was incorporated in 1722 and named for the Arthur 
anith family and not for Bohn Smith, as has been erronesualy stated 
many times, The first trustees of the town were Robert Burwell, 
Arthur Smith, William Hodsden, James Baker, James Dunlop, James 
arthur and Joseph Bridger. ‘The surveyor of the town was Jordan 
Thomas and his plot shows seventy two lots, four paveessanad 
two lanes. The site of the town 1s in the main forks of the Pagan 
River. From an. early period in the history of the colony the forks 
of this creek had been an importent place of trade. 


a 


In 1633 a tobacco warehouse was established by legislative eat, 

at or near it. For mayy years prior to 1752 merohants ware engage 
ed in the shipment of agrioultural products from this point and 

a firm was importing foreign goods an early as 1730. Henee it is 
evident that this place was a center of trade and commerce long 
before Smithfield was incorporated. Tho SOMb6EPkel Ge vhatgnne wrie 
ter has to say about the town, "Smithfield had an uwnparalidd hise 
tory for progreasiveness and the failure to hold ite oreations 

It use to have the largest rum, bacon and sugar trade in the 
country. It made the "Smithfield Ham, the peanut undustry 

and near it tradition tells us was made the first mint Julep" 

Tne town has been so modernized and the lovely, quaint old 
buildings have either been town down or so remodeled in the 

name of progreesivenese that 1t ig hard to realize now it is 

& colonial towne 


Tueve are atill many charming and interesting exemples of 
colonial archetecture scattered throughout the oountye: The toll 
of them destroyed by fire however is quite largee 


Space nor time will permit further mention of the other 
fumiliea of the county among whioh mapybe named the, Marshall, 
Boykin, Applewhite, Green, Seward, Goodrich, Bond, Reynolds, Sore 
dan and Tulghams, who laid the foundation so fixnly in thie 
section of Virginia. 


